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Claims 

[d] A method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system comprising: 

inputting information relating to at least one part from at 
least one input device into the computer system; 
inputting information relating to at least one field from 
the at least one input device into the computer system; 
and 

inputting measurement data from a plurality of mea- 
surement devices, wherein the inputted measurement 
data is at least partially correlated to the information re- 
lated to the at least one part and the information related 
to the at least one field. 

[c2] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 1, wherein the in- 
putting information relating to the at least one part in- 
cludes inputting least one part type and inputting at 
least one specific part and the inputting information re- 
lating to the at least one field includes inputting at least 
one field type and inputting at least one specific field. 

[c3] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 1, further comprises 



inputting information relating to at least one facility into 
the computer system. 

[c4] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 2, wherein the at least 
one part type is selected from the group consisting of 
types of components of products, types of subassem- 
blies of products, types of fully assembled products, 
types of manufacturing machines, and types of process- 
ing machines. 

[c5] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 2, wherein the at least 
one specific part includes information that is selected 
from the group consisting of at least one part name, at 
least one part type, at least one product code, at least 
one brand code, at least one regulatory category, at least 
one Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point category 
and at least one product characteristic information. 

[c6] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 2, wherein the at least 
one field group is selected from the group consisting of 
bone types, zero tolerance items, reprocessed zero tol- 
erance items, salvaged zero tolerance items, fecal con- 
tamination locations, sanitation standard operating pro- 
cedures (SSOP) ratings and work-in-progress tempera- 



tures. 



[c7] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 1, wherein the in- 
putting measurement data from a plurality of measure- 
ment devices includes inputting at least one type of unit 
of measurement. 

[c8] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 7, wherein the at least 
one type of unit of measurement is selected from the 
group consisting of weight, count, temperature, percent- 
age, string data, date, time, proportion, measurement, 
speed, pressure and length of time. 

[c9] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 1, wherein the in- 
putting measurement data from a plurality of measure- 
ment devices includes inputting at least one specific unit 
of measurement. 

[do] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 1, wherein the in- 
putting measurement data from a plurality of measure- 
ment devices includes inputting at least one type of test. 

[cH] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 1, wherein the in- 



putting measurement data from a plurality of measure- 
ment devices includes at least one specific test. 

[d2] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 10, wherein the at 
least one type of test is selected from the group consist- 
ing of a temperature of a product at a particular point in 
processing, inspection for fecal contamination, weight of 
the product, percentage of trisodium phosphate solu- 
tion, verification of critical limits, pre-shipment verifica- 
tion of product quality, thermometer calibration with 
comparison against NST certified standard weight and 
visual inspections regarding sanitation. 

[d3] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 1, wherein the in- 
putting measurement data from a plurality of measure- 
ment devices includes inputting information selected 
from the group consisting of at least one type of mea- 
surement device, at least one manufacturer of a mea- 
surement device, at least one model of measurement de- 
vice and at least one specific measurement device. 

[d4] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 13, wherein the in- 
putting information relating to at least one type of mea- 
surement device is selected from the group consisting of 



at least one name of a measurement device type, at least 
one indication as to whether a measurement device type 
is portable, at least one unit of measurement for a mea- 
surement device type, at least one name of a manufac- 
turer of a measurement device, contact information for a 
manufacturer of a measurement device, at least one in- 
dication as to whether a manufacturer of a measurement 
device is active, at least one name of a measurement de- 
vice model, at least one manufacturer of a measurement 
device model, at least one type of measurement device 
model, at least one indication as to whether a measure- 
ment device model requires calibration, at least one in- 
dication as to whether a model of measurement device 
model requires two-point calibration, at least one indi- 
cation as to whether at least one model of measurement 
device is active, at least one name of a specific measure- 
ment device, at least one type for a specific measure- 
ment device, at least one serial number for a specific 
manufacturing device, at least one indication of whether 
a specific measurement device is a reference device, at 
least one calibration procedure for a specific measure- 
ment device, at least one indication as to whether a se- 
rial port is utilized for a specific measurement device 
and at least one indication as to whether or not a specific 
measurement device is active. 



[d5] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 1, further comprising 
entering and viewing the measurement data utilizing at 
least one workstation. 

[d6] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 15, wherein the at 
least one workstation is selected from the group consist- 
ing of pocket processors, industrial computers, pro- 
grammable logic controllers and personal computers. 

[d7] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 15, wherein the com- 
puter system includes at least one main server that is 
able to transmit data with the at least one workstation 
through a group consisting of wireless communication, 
direct hardwired connection, local area networks, wire- 
less communication, internet and wide area network. 

[d8] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 15, wherein the at 
least one workstation includes associated information 
from the group consisting of at least one name of a 
workstation type, at least one indication as to whether a 
workstation type is portable, at least one name of a 
workstation manufacturer, contact information for a 
workstation manufacturer, at least one indication as to 



whether a workstation manufacturer is active, at least 
one name of a workstation model, at least one name of a 
workstation model manufacturer, at least one type of 
workstation and at least one indication as to whether a 
workstation model is active, at least one name of a spe- 
cific workstation, at least one type of a specific worksta- 
tion, at least one serial number for a specific worksta- 
tion, and at least one indication as to whether a specific 
workstation is active. 

[d9] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 1, further comprising 
evaluating the inputted measurement data from a plural- 
ity of measurement devices with the computer system in 
accordance with at least one predetermined test and 
providing a notification when the at least one predeter- 
mined test fails. 

[c20] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 1, further comprising 
evaluating the inputted measurement data from a plural- 
ity of measurement devices with the computer system in 
accordance with at least one predetermined test and 
providing an assignable causes when the at least one 
predetermined test fails. 

[c21] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 



puter system as set forth in Claim 1, further comprising 
evaluating the inputted measurement data from a plural- 
ity of measurement devices with the computer system in 
accordance with at least one predetermined test and 
providing a recommended remedial action when the at 
least one predetermined test fails. 

[c22] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 19, wherein the at 
least one predetermined test includes aspects selected 
from the group consisting of at least one predetermined 
target, a selection of a predetermined number of deci- 
mals from the predetermined target, an indication of 
whether there is zero tolerance regarding the predeter- 
mined target, a selection of an upper alert limit for the 
predetermined target, a selection of a lower alert limit 
for the predetermined target, a selection of an upper 
alarm limit for the predetermined target, a selection of 
an lower alarm limit for the predetermined target, a se- 
lection of an upper guard limit for the predetermined 
target, a selection of an lower guard limit for the prede- 
termined target, a selectable maximum percentage of an 
upper limit, a selectable value for the maximum upper 
limit, an input for an alarm string, a corrective action 
procedure for the at least one predetermined test, an ac- 
tivation date for the at least one predetermined test, an 



activation time for the at least one predetermined test, a 
deactivation date for the at least one predetermined test 
and a deactivation time for the at least one predeter- 
mined test. 

[c23] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 1, further comprising 
generating reports with the computer system. 

[c24] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 23, wherein the gen- 
erating reports with the computer system includes re- 
ports selected from the group consisting of at least one 
calibration report, at least one alert report, at least one 
alarm report, at least one corrective action report, at 
least one data edit report, at least one data verification 
report, at least one hold tag report, at least one pre- 
shipment review report, at least one report log report, at 
least one root cause report and at least one workstation 
schedule report. 

[c25] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 23, further providing 
an electronic signature from at least one user for reports 
selected from the group of reports consisting of the at 
least one alarm report, the at least one data edit report, 
the at least one data verification report, and the at least 



one pre-shipment review report. 

[c26] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 15, further comprising 
identifying at least one first user that provides the enter- 
ing of the measurement data utilizing at least one work- 
station. 

[c27] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 26, wherein the iden- 
tifying at least one first user that provides the entering 
of the measurement data utilizing at least one worksta- 
tion includes inputting a userid and a personal identifi- 
cation number to create an electronic signature. 

[c28] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 26, further comprising 
observing verification of the entered measurement data 
by the at least one first user with at least one second 
user. 

[c29] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 28, further comprising 
identifying the identity of the at least one second user by 
inputting a userid and a personal identification number 
to create an electronic signature. 

[c30] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 



puter system as set forth in Claim 19, wherein the failure 
of the at least one predetermined test generates an 
alarm. 

[c31] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 19, further including 
generating at least one statistical process control chart 
utilizing the inputted measurement data. 

[c32] The method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system as set forth in Claim 1, wherein selective 
aspects of the computer system can be selectively 
blocked from view for a user depending on a predeter- 
mined security role determined for that user. 

[c33] A method for monitoring facility data utilizing a com- 
puter system comprising: 

inputting information relating to at least one part into 
the computer system; 

inputting information relating to at least one field into 
the computer system; 

inputting measurement data from a plurality of mea- 
surement devices; 

entering and viewing measurement data utilizing at least 
one workstation; and 

evaluating the inputted measurement data from a plural- 
ity of measurement devices with the computer system in 



accordance with at least one predetermined test and 
providing a notification when the at least one predeter- 
mined test fails. 

[c34] a computer system for monitoring facility data compris- 
ing: 

at least one input device for receiving information relat- 
ing to at least one part and receiving information relating 
to at least one field; and 

a plurality of measurement devices for receiving mea- 
surement data, wherein the inputted measurement data 
is at least partially correlated to the information related 
to the at least one part and the information related to 
the at least one field. 

[c35] The computer system for monitoring facility data as set 
forth in Claim 34, wherein the information relating to the 
at least one part includes at least one part type and at 
least one specific part and the information relating to the 
at least one field includes at least one field type and at 
least one specific field. 

[c36] The computer system for monitoring facility data as set 
forth in Claim 35, wherein the at least one part type is 
selected from the group consisting of types of compo- 
nents of products, types of subassemblies of products, 
types of fully assembled products, types of manufactur- 



ing machines and types of processing machines, wherein 
the at least one specific part includes information that is 
selected from the group consisting of at least one part 
name, at least one part type, at least one product code, 
at least one brand code, at least one regulatory category, 
at least one Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point 
category and at least one product characteristic informa- 
tion and wherein the at least one field group is selected 
from the group consisting of bone types, zero tolerance 
items, reprocessed zero tolerance items, salvaged zero 
tolerance items, fecal contamination locations, sanitation 
standard operating procedures (SSOP) ratings and work- 
in-progress temperatures. 

[c37] The computer system for monitoring facility data as set 
forth in Claim 34, wherein the inputted measurement 
data that is correlated to the information related to the 
at least one part and the information that is related to 
the at least one field includes information selected from 
the group consisting of at least one type of unit of mea- 
surement, at least one specific unit of measurement, at 
least one type of test, at least one specific test, at least 
one type of measurement device, at least one manufac- 
turer of a measurement device, at least one model of 
measurement device and at least one specific measure- 
ment device. 



[c38] The computer system for monitoring facility data as set 
forth in Claim 34, further comprising at least one work- 
station for entering and viewing the measurement data. 

[c39] The computer system for monitoring facility data as set 
forth in Claim 38, wherein the at least one workstation is 
selected from the group consisting of pocket processors, 
industrial computers, programmable logic controllers 
and personal computers. 

[c40] The computer system for monitoring facility data as set 
forth in Claim 34, further comprising at least one main 
server that is able to transmit data with the at least one 
workstation through a group consisting of wireless com- 
munication, direct hardwired connection, local area net- 
works, wireless communication, internet and wide area 
network. 

[c41] The computer system for monitoring facility data as set 
forth in Claim 34, wherein the inputted measurement 
data is evaluated with the computer system with at least 
one predetermined test and a notification is provided if 
the at least one predetermined test fails. 

[c42] The computer system for monitoring facility data as set 
forth in Claim 34, wherein the computer system gener- 
ates at least one report. 



[c43] The computer system for monitoring facility data as set 
forth in Claim 42, wherein the at least one report is se- 
lected from the group consisting of at least one calibra- 
tion report, at least one alert report, at least one alarm 
report, at least one corrective action report, at least one 
data edit report, at least one data verification report, at 
least one hold tag report, at least one pre-shipment re- 
view report, at least one report log report, at least one 
root cause report and at least one workstation schedule 
report. 

[c44] The computer system for monitoring facility data as set 
forth in Claim 34, wherein the at least one workstation 
requires identification of at least one first user that pro- 
vides the entering of the measurement data with an 
electronic signature. 

[c45] The computer system for monitoring facility data as set 
forth in Claim 34, wherein the at least one workstation 
requires identification of at least one second user that 
observes the entered measurement data by the at least 
one first user with an electronic signature. 

[c46] The computer system for monitoring facility data as set 
forth in Claim 34, wherein the computer system gener- 
ates an alarm upon failure at least one predetermined 



test. 



[c47] The computer system for monitoring facility data as set 
forth in Claim 34, wherein the computer system gener- 
ates a response from the group consisting of a recom- 
mended remedial action and an assignable cause. 



